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The effect of cholestyramine on lipoprotein lipids in patients 

with primary type IIA hyperlipoproteinemia. 
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Abstract 

The effect of 3 months' treatment with cholestyramine on lipoprotein lipids was investigated in 12 

patients. VLDL, LDL and HDL were separated by preparative ultracentrifugation. There was a significant 

decrease of serum cholesterol and phospholipids and an increase of serum triglycerides. All the VLDL-

lipids increased by nearly 30%. The LDL-lipids decreased with a tendency for normalisation of their 

atypical lipid composition. The small but significant alterations of HDL triglycerides and cholesterol are 

correlated with the corresponding alterations of the other lipoproteins; the HDL-phospholipids were 

unchanged. The LDL/HDL-lipid ratios were decreased but not normalised. The 30% decrease of LDL-

cholesterol is negatively correlated with an increase in all the VLDL-lipids. 
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